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Implementing Enhanced Barrier Precautions
AHRQ Safety Program for MRSA Prevention
Objective: Educate staff on specific moments when personal protective equipment (PPE) is required for a resident on enhanced barrier precautions.
Activity: Ask staff to check the box when PPE (gown and gloves) is required for a resident on enhanced barrier precautions (EBP).
Teachable Moments: Is PPE Required? (circle Y or N)
	Yes
	No
	Scenario 

	Y
	N
	[bookmark: _Int_vvvDTNPv][bookmark: _Int_OIfJpuv9]A resident with a covered and contained wound needs their water pitcher refilled inside the room.

	Y
	N
	A resident is at physical therapy and the certified nursing assistant (CNA) needs to change the bed linens. 

	Y
	N
	Housekeeping needs to clean a resident’s bathroom.

	Y
	N
	A resident is going to receive a bath/shower.

	Y
	N
	[bookmark: _Int_7IDFowml]A resident needs their commode emptied.

	Y
	N
	A resident needs their tracheostomy suctioned.

	Y
	N
	A resident’s wound dressing needs to be changed.

	Y
	N
	[bookmark: _Int_2OvpewwV]A resident, who is in their wheelchair, needs to be wheeled to the rehab gym.

	Y
	N
	A resident needs assistance changing their clothes.

	Y
	N
	A resident needs assistance with feeding.

	Y
	N
	A resident needs assistance with brushing their teeth and removing their dentures.

	Y
	N
	A resident needs help transferring from their bed to their wheelchair.





Answers: 
(Remember, in all of these scenarios the resident is on enhanced barrier precautions.)
1. Resident with a covered and contained wound needs their water pitcher refilled.
a. NO: Because the staff member is not providing direct resident care.
2. Resident is at physical therapy and the CNA needs to change the bed linens.
a. YES: Changing bed linens require the use of PPE regardless of whether the resident is present in the room.
3. Housekeeping needs to clean the resident’s bathroom.
a. NO: If housekeeping is not changing linens, they do not need to wear gown and gloves to clean the room of a resident on EBP. 
4. The resident needs to receive a bath/shower.
a. YES: Resident bathing and hygiene both require the use of PPE during enhanced barrier precautions.
5. Resident needs their commode emptied.
a. YES: Assisting with toileting requires the use of PPE during enhanced barrier precautions. Emptying the commode is part of assisting with toileting.
6. Resident needs their tracheostomy changed.
a. YES:  Device care requires the use of personal protective equipment during enhanced barrier precautions.
7. Resident needs their wound dressing changed.
a. YES: Dressing changes require the use personal protective equipment during enhanced barrier precautions.
8. The resident, who is in their wheelchair needs to be wheeled to the rehab gym.
a. NO: Staff do not need to wear gown and gloves during transport of a resident on EBP.
9. Resident needs assistance changing clothes.
a. YES: Dressing requires the use of PPE during enhanced barrier precautions. 
10. Resident needs assistance with feeding.
a. NO: Staff do not need to wear gown and gloves when assisting with feeding or medication dispersal to residents on EBP because there is limited bodily contact. 
11. Resident needs assistance brushing their teeth and removing dentures.
a. YES: Assisting with hygiene care requires the use of personal protective equipment during enhanced barrier precautions. 
12. Resident needs assistance with transferring to their wheelchair.
a. YES: Transfers require close bodily contact; therefore, PPE is required during enhanced barrier precautions for all transfers.
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