	[image: ]Improving Skin Care and 
[image: Teachable Moment Trademark Logo][image: ]	MDRO Prevention in Long-Term Care

	
	
	



How Long Do Pathogens Live on Environmental Surfaces?
AHRQ Safety Program for MRSA Prevention
                    
Studies have shown pathogens can survive for long periods of time on environmental surfaces. It is important to perform thorough routine cleaning and disinfection. Use this document to help inform staff about how long pathogens live on environmental surfaces.
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