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Name That Tube!
AHRQ Safety Program for MRSA Prevention
Central lines or central venous catheters (CVC) are devices that are inserted into large, central veins. The end of the device is usually in the large veins that go directly into the heart. The most common reasons people in nursing homes have central lines are for—
· Dialysis
· Medications, including antibiotics and chemotherapy
· Total parenteral nutrition
The table below lists several indwelling medical devices. Place a check mark in the appropriate column to the right to indicate if the device is a central line or is not a central line.
	Device
	Central Line
	Not a Central Line

	Condom catheter 
	
	

	Dobhoff tube (feeding tube inserted through nose) 
	
	

	Hickman catheter 
	
	

	Indwelling urinary catheter or foley catheter 
	
	

	PEG tube (PEG = percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy) 
	
	

	Peripheral IV (IV = intravenous) 
	
	

	PICC line (PICC = peripherally inserted central catheter) 
	
	

	Port-a-Cath or subcutaneous port
	
	

	Suprapubic urinary catheter 
	
	

	Tracheostomy 
	
	

	Triple-lumen catheter 
	
	

	Tunneled dialysis catheter 
	
	

	Wound VAC (VAC = vacuum-assisted closure) 
	
	


Central lines all go through the skin and end in a large vein that feeds directly into the heart. Poor care of these devices puts people at risk for central-line associated blood stream infections (CLABSIs). Devices that go through the skin but do not end up in a large vein are not central lines.
Answer Key
	Device
	Central Line
	Not a Central Line

	Condom catheter 
	
	X

	Dobhoff tube (feeding tube inserted through nose) 
	
	X

	Hickman catheter 
	X
	

	Indwelling urinary catheter or foley catheter 
	
	X

	PEG tube (PEG = percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy) 
	
	X

	Peripheral IV (IV = intravenous) 
	
	X

	PICC line (PICC = peripherally inserted central catheter) 
	X
	

	Port-a-Cath or subcutaneous port
	X
	

	Suprapubic urinary catheter 
	
	X

	Tracheostomy 
	
	X

	Triple-lumen catheter 
	X
	

	Tunneled dialysis catheter 
	X
	

	Wound VAC (VAC = vacuum-assisted closure) 
	
	X
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