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This document provides a guide for classifying the stage of pressure injuries. 
[image: Stage 1. Look for:
- Intact skin
- Non-blanchable redness 
- Typically, over bony prominence or under medical device.
Two photos of Stage 1 pressure injuries are shown. The first photo shows intact, reddened skin. The second photo shows an injury under a medical device.]	[image: Stage 2. Look for:
- Loss of dermis presenting as shallow open ulcer
- Pink-red wound bed or open blister
Two photos of Stage 2 pressure injuries are shown. The first photo shows a pink-red wound bed. The second photo shows loss of dermis presenting as a shallow ulcer.]
[image: Stage 3. Look for:
- Full thickness tissue loss
- Subcutaneous fat may be visible
- Bone, tendon, or muscle not exposed
Two photos of Stage 3 pressure injuries are shown. The first photo shows full thickness tissue loss. In the second photo, subcutaneous fat is visible, but bone, tendon, and muscle are not exposed.
]	[image: Stage 4. Look for: 
- Exposed bone, tendon, or muscle
Two photos show Stage 4 pressure injuries. Bone, tendon, or muscle is exposed in both photos.]
[image: Unstageable. Look for:
Base of the wound covered in dead tissue, which makes staging impossible without debridement.
Two photos of unstageable pressure injuries are shown. Both show wounds covered in dead tissue, requiring debridement.]	All images courtesy of Dr. Karen Zulkowski, D.N.S., RN.
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Unstageable
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