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Enteral Tube Care and Management
AHRQ Safety Program for MRSA Prevention

Use this document to provide education about enteral tube care and management.
What are enteral tubes? 
Enteral tubes are tubes placed in the gastrointestinal tract. The three most common types of enteral tubes are the nasogastric (NG) tube, the percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy (PEG) tube, and the percutaneous endoscopic jejunostomy (PEJ) tube. The most common type of enteral tube among nursing home residents is a PEG tube.  
Why do residents have enteral tubes placed? 
Enteral tubes are used as an alternate route for feeding and medication administration.
What are nurses responsible for in the care and management of enteral tubes?
· Assuring tube is patent
· Cleaning the skin surrounding the insertion site and the tube
· Administering tube feedings and fluids as ordered
· Administering medications as ordered
· Flushing and irrigating the tube as ordered
· Applying suction to the tube as ordered
· Monitoring for complications such as infection or dislodgement 
[bookmark: _Int_ynZE3lat][bookmark: _Int_DLa4O9sW]What are clinical support staff responsibilities for the care and management of enteral tubes? 
· Visual assessment of the insertion site
· Cleaning of the skin surrounding the insertion site and the tube
· Monitoring for complications such as infection or dislodgement
Knowledge Check:
1. A resident is admitted to the facility with a nasogastric tube (NG) tube for tube feedings and medication administration. Who is responsible for monitoring the skin surrounding the nares where the tube is secured? 
a. Nursing
b. CNAs
c. Everyone
2. A resident who is malnourished recently had a PEG tube placed. The main purpose for the PEG is to—
a. Decompress the stomach following surgery 
b. Assist with supplemental nutrition and medication administration
c. Empty the bladder because of urinary retention
 
Knowledge Check Answers (in bold):
1. A resident is admitted to the facility with an NG tube for tube feedings and medication administration. Who is responsible for monitoring the skin surrounding the nares where the tube is secured? 
a) Nursing
b) CNAs
c) Everyone
2. A resident who is malnourished recently had a PEG tube placed. The main purpose for the PEG is to—
a) Decompress the stomach following surgery 
b) Assist with supplemental nutrition and medication administration
c) Empty the bladder because of urinary retention
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