
Figure 1. Path Between the Measure Focus and Health Outcome 
  

 
 
 
  

Child Suffers 
Post-Traumatic 
Headache and 
Seeks ED Care

•Without signs or 
symptoms of 
intracranial injury

•Without history  of a 
condition that would 
warrant imaging

CT Scan or MRI 
Overuse

•Imaging obtained 
without likely benefit 
to the patient

Complication of 
Imaging Overuse

•Of sedation or 
anesthesia

•Of incidental findings
•Of radiation exposure 

(in case of CT) 



Figure 2. American College of Radiology – ACR Appropriateness Criteria 
 

 
 
Figure 3. American College of Radiology – Relative Radiation Level Designations 
 

 
Note: These tables are reproduced from pages 1 and 10 of the American College of Radiology (ACR) Expert Panel on Pediatric 
Imaging: Ryan ME, Palasis S, Saigal G, et al. ACR Appropriateness Criteria: Head Trauma — Child. American College of 
Radiology, 2014. Available at: https://acsearch.acr.org/docs/3083021/Narrative/ ; accessed June 30, 2015.  
Reprinted with permission of the American College of Radiology. No other representation of this material is authorized without 
expressed, written permission from the American College of Radiology. Refer to the ACR website at ACR Appropriateness 
Criteria® - American College of Radiology for the most current and complete version of the ACR Appropriateness Criteria®.  
 
 


