Appendix 1. Guidelines and Measure-Specific Testing Results
Use of Higher-than-Recommended Doses of Antipsychotics in Children and Adolescents

Guidelines Regarding Use of Higher-than-Recommended Doses of Antipsychotics in Children and Adolescents

and Protective
Services (2010)

specified)

“Psychotropic medication dose exceeds usual recommended doses” is a situation
that “suggests the need for additional review of a patient’s clinical status,” and
specifies recommended doses.

Organization (Year) |Care Setting |Relevant Population Recommendation Grade*

American Academy of |Not specified |Children and AACAP Practice Parameters for the Use of Atypical Antipsychotic Medications in |Clinical Guidelines (based

Child and Adolescent adolescents Children and Adolescents on strong empirical

Psychiatry (2011) “Dosing of AAAs [atypical antipsychotics] should follow the ‘start low and go slow’ |evidence and/or strong
approach and seek to find the lowest effective dose.” clinical consensus)

American Academy of |Not specified |Children and Practice Parameter for the Assessment and Treatment of Children and Not specified

Child and Adolescent adolescents Adolescents with Schizophrenia: “... medication dosage should be periodically

Psychiatry (2001) reassessed to ensure that the lowest effective dose is being used.”

TX Dept. of Family Foster care  |Children (no age Psychotropic Medication Utilization Parameters for Foster Children Expert consensus

*Guideline Organization’s assessment of evidence specified in guideline
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Measure-Specific Testing Results

Table 1. Proportion of Children on Higher-than-Recommended Doses of Antipsychotics by Race/Ethnicity: General and Foster Care Population

RACE/ETHNICITY General Population (%) Foster Care Population (%)
White Non-Hispanic 7.9 10.3

Black Non-Hispanic 8.5 11.1

Hispanic 7.2 9.1

Other 7.7 10.6

Unknown 11.5 9.8
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Table 2. Average State Performance by Population

General Population (%) | Foster Care Population (%)

7.9 9.2

Percentage of children who receive at least two antipsychotic
prescriptions with higher-than-recommended doses

Table 3. Proportion of Children on Higher-than-Recommended Doses of Antipsychotics by Rurality/Urbanicity: General and Foster Care
Population

URBANICITY (County-Level) General Population (%) Foster Care Population (%)
Metropolitan 8.4 10.4
Non-Metropolitan 7.8 10.0
Rural 7.7 12.9

Table 4. Use of Higher-than-Recommended Doses of Antipsychotics in Children and Adolescents by State

General Population Foster Care Population
% Numerator Denominator % Numerator Denominator

Mean 7.9 1,256 15,185 9.2 315 3,040
AZ 6.7 626 9,357 8.5 107 1,253
CA 10.1 3,209 31,638 1.7 1,064 9,071
GA 7.6 1,083 14,337 9.7 341 3,510
IN 7.0 1,219 17,445 8.8 225 2,561
KS 8.7 657 7,514 9.5 241 2,534
KY 10.6 1,338 12,680 11.0 239 2,171
MI 6.7 1,387 20,744 9.6 401 4,156
MO 7.6 1,231 16,126 11.3 481 4,274
NM 8.1 297 3,685 7.8 31 395
NY 8.5 2,669 31,496
RI 5.1 103 2,012 4.2 20 471
Min 5.1 103 2,012 4.2 20 395
Median 7.6 1,219 14,337 9.6 240 2,548
Max 10.6 3,209 31,638 1.7 1,064 9,071

Data source: MAX 2008



Table 5. Use of Higher-than-Recommended Doses of Antips

ychotics in Children and Adolescents by Health Plan: General Population

% Numerator Denominator
Mean 5.7 63 1,125
Plan 1 5.6 72 1,279
Plan 2 4.4 66 1,512
Plan 3 1.7 134 1,142
Plan 4 5.8 84 1,448
Plan 5 4.9 172 3,541
Plan 6 4.9 69 1,416
Plan 7 4.6 23 495
Plan 8 54 124 2,289
Plan 9 8.3 62 751
Plan 10 2.7 10 370
Plan 11 5.7 24 422
Plan 12 4.7 72 1,520
Plan 13 3.3 32 978
Plan 14 54 23 429
Plan 15 5.7 56 985
Plan 16 4.0 7 177
Plan 17 9.6 35 365
Min 2.7 7 177
Median 54 62 985
Max 1.7 172 3,541

Data Source: NYS Medicaid Managed Care Plan Data, 2010



